CLASSlFiCATION— iiËSSSEíl 


'OliNTRY™- 

.. f 

'o cícI„,_ 


&&.S 

Lasrs Airfield 


^uUJITÏ INJORKyTION 


25X1 A 


)620008-8 


J>LACE OBTAINED, 


! AIJJAT!ON ^eg below 

: '\TE OF GONTEN T. 30 Decenber 1952 to 15 Jamiar y 1953 
>T£ OBTAINED„ 


25X1 C 


2 Í.J)ATE PREPARFD 2 fïarch 1953 


:ferences. 


1 >GES. 


-4 .3 


aiENCLOSURES (NO. & type). 


-’ 1 - • -xjfe- 


:marks. 


w~ 


25X1X 


95X1 ) T I BefiMGen 30 Decembër a:id 6 January, flyirig vaa practiced at Laerz 

airfield only on tvo days. Betveen 10 a*ai„ ord 2 p,m 0 on 30 December, 
individual local flights vere iaade belou the clouds by four MÍG- 15 , 3 , 
vhich vere equipped vith auxiliary fuel tanks. Betveen 10 and 12 adn. 
on 6 Janu&ry, three MiG-15e uere aloft* The ceiling vas at an altltude 
of 1,500 meters. On 10 January, 23 íiiG-15s and 2 type-29 planes vere 
parked in the dispersal area near the flíght control building, about 
26 MiG--15s along the canal, and 6 MiG«158 in the dispersal arsa of 
the alert flight. An unidentified number of ï'ak-lls and Po-2s vere 
alsd observed at the field» 1. , 

2, On i J&tuary, áource observed for the firot time that the size of the 
alert flight was reduced to six planes, On 10 Janu&ry, he made the sasie 
observation. 


3. On 4, 7, 8, 9, and 10 January, about 300 soldiers wíth shovela and 
brooms , and two snov ï>lows were engaged in sveeping the snow froi:i the 
runvay, On 6 January, the runway was elear. Since new snovfallr comn-nced 
in the. night from 6 to 7 January, work was resumed on 7 January and tfce 
runvay vas svept clear by the evening of B January. IXiring the* night í-tom 
8 to 9 January, it vas snowing again. At 3 pfau on 10 January, sweepiilg 
still contiáued. Source beiieved that it voulli take about two days to 
clear the runvay conpletely.i 

4«, Ori lO Jannary, source observed the relieving of the sentrios at the 
alert flígb.t at the field» The sentries vere quartered in two semi- 
underground lov buildings west of the Retsow-iíirov road in the extension 
of the runway* Betveen 2s45 and 3 p*m c - s four sentriea v/ero on the wsy 
from the disporsal area of the alert planss fo the quarters of the 
sentries. . On 10 January, none of the two road blocka on the Retzow-jMírnw 
road vas guarded* 

5» In early January, the fence gaps in the oxtensions of the runvay tc the 
east and the vest were closed by a barbed-vire fence, about. 1 metar high* 
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8* On 10 Jammrj, 12 shrapnelproof aircraft revatments were identií'i ed wëit 
of, and 6 «ast of, the Retssow-Kirow road at the field. Twert$r-one oth«;r 
revetments wer; located in the wooded area northeast of the fuel din]), rae 
revetments on the RetssovMíirew road v/ere eqirlpped; witií sineJ.l wooden 
bearing Hos 1 to 18. Prior to 10 January, 79 shrapnslproof aircraft 
revetments including tbose ccnstructed along the taidway and the fligl» t 
oontrol building were observed at the fielcL^ 

ln early Janmry, it was learned that all Genxan but one who workod 
at the rapair shop uere clisiaj.ssed. 

8« Between 10 a*iru and 3:30 p.m. on 30 December, individual fUghts wera 
laade beneath the eeiling by an unidsntified mmber of jet fighterSo 
Visibilitgr was good and the ceiling at an altitude of about 1,400 meters. 
Between 9 a.o. and 3 p#m. on 14 January, individual flights were made by 
five jet fighters. Visibilitgr was good.^ 

9. On'several iays between 30 Beeember and 15 Jirruary, the snow fcad bean 
swept from fche runway. Once, a labor crew of 50 'scldiors equipped vitlï 
a snovr plow'.was observed in tíhe westem section of the runwey. 

10. In early January, aicing practiees with the 1A guns were frcquentXy 
obsorved. Uaually, the praetioes were held after 10 and in the 
afternoon, and l&steti ábout 30 rninutes. loadíng practioes were 
observed. Since otiier soldiers, who were no members of the gun crew, 
stood dírectly at the etaplacement, source was unable to identif/ the 
mm.ber of soldiers serving the piece during the aiming practdces. 

CosEmnds for the practices were given in turas by one soldier vrho stooi 
on the slope» The practices included the laying for elovation and dircct- 
íon and traversing mctions by ISG degrees. Occaslonally, the practices 
were conmenced at the alert sounded with a steel rail, When the signai 
was given the gim orêw hurried from the quarters to the emplacement.3 

11. Good obssrvation facilities toward Laerz airfield wsre offered by HiXl 78 
on the Vietzen-Retzow road . When the weather was clear it was possibl© tc 
corunt the aircraft parked in the dispers&l u.rea of the alert planee and 

near the flíght control building. Sinee tbe terrain was sloping from :this * 
road, visibility would not be irapeded in the event that the wire fenót' 
would be raplaced by a board fence. Iío detaiis were observed frcrn the cit©, 
Observation facilities toward the dispersal ;ii j ea of ■ tha alert plarea were 
offered by the road curve near Eetsow. Aircráft laodels, but no numheiU- vere 
identified. Obsërvation facilities were also offered toward th.e rest of the 
field, however, no detaila were perceptible,, Fron the way'directly so, l.h 
of the canal near the field souarce identified and counted the ts;Ll aSoeiíblies 
of the pl&nes parked in th© dispersal area oa the canal. Observatlcn facilities 
toward the áispersal area at the flight control buildíng were offered bý the 
Xaerz-Ellerhola road and railroad line. Tl>.e numbers of the a.ircraft p: rkeá 
farthest to the northvest could be ídentlfied. Uje ne w fcoard fence afcjut 50 
meters north of tha entrance to the fleld protected buildings at the ri “ld 
against observation from the north. Exact. observation of the diepersál ax-ea 
of the alsrt planes vas possible only from tie Retsow-MLrow road off the 
east ersd of the runway. From this site souros exactly disoer ned the m?J3bers 
andsDdels of the aircraft v/hich were towed to theláke^off point at th? ec-at 
end. of the runway. The road was fclocked* 

12. In early Jamiary ? the dispersal area of the alert flight at the fleld was 
pemaanently guarded fcy a sentry armed with rlfle, The pilots of ihe 
planes were believed to be quartered in a low bullding, about 50 metérs 
east of the dispersal area of the alert flight, vrhich was occupied by 
soldiers all tiií?©. 
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13o In Januazy, the aircraft were towed by motor vehieles from the 
* dispersal areas on the field to the starte-off point. They'vere 
ooeupied by the pilots. About three anall tvo-vheel rubber-tired 
carts were towed to the starte-off point hy another vehicle* A 
soldiers waved with a small red flag before theia’ce offs» 

lio On 6 Januazy, souroe observed for the first time that the s5*e of th# } 
alert flight had been reduced to six planos; this numbers vae naiia» 
tsdned up to 15 Januarj r * 

15* Source frequentjy obeerved that the one sidci of the runway, raostly 
the eouthorn one 9 waa lighted uith uMte lamps at night* ’fhar-e was 
no air activity, 

16 J 25X1 


25X1 X * 0x1 ^ six canvas covered swept-back jet planes were observed 

at the east end of tlre runway» The noses o.f'the pianea pointecí t?> t-fee 
nmw ay. Síx to eight men wearing flying suits walked around the air~ 
craft. A axnall device, about l o 50 meters high, was sot utp at the laat 
pXane. A radio truck iaounting a roc! anterma, about 3 meters high, at 
tiie left rear corner ? was parked between the cnd of the runway and tLe 
oxcavated bunlcer east of it, A man who desccnded ' froxn the vehicle waíked 
in the direction of the s5.x swept-back jet plahes. At 11:45 a 0 n„. , a í 
take-off vas mde by a plane xmaxmed wltfe two men who souroe cïistincii:. j- ■ 
discerned vhen the plane crossed the fieuLd. The lauding gear of. the 
plane was not yet reoracted vhen the craft flev over the field.l 

13, On 6 January, smal.1 firs vero insertsd ín the snov at intervals of 50 
to oO meters on both sides of the mmaj» TVo or three men were waltó.qg 
along both ed os of tho nmvay and occaaionally ben^ over the 1 tmps rrf 
the flarepath 0 

19 o On 6 fanuary, 12 shrapnelr-roof aircraft revetments were oounted on tl^ 
west side of Retzow-Mirow road* Other revetments were locateá on t hm 
east side of this road. Tliey were T J-shaped earthvalls, 2 C 5 to 3 meters > 
high, which were open tovard the road. The tops of the earthvalls, 
about 1 meter vride, were directly beside the road. Tbe reveteents wsfe 
estiisated to be 15 to 20 meters long and 10 metors wide. Source obsdrvsd 
from a very close distance that a manhole each was in the northern 
longitudinal side of the two first revetmonts. IVere wero no doors 
the manholes. The othei* revetnents also had siirdlar dark holes. All 
revetmonts ueve snowed up„ No trails were observed in the nev snow,. 

Other shrapnelpr of ai.rcraft revetmonts uere locatod north ,-md routh 
of the taxiway beginning at the east end of the nuacway, aná ai the fUel 
dump* 

201 On 6 January, a serji-buried low building mounti ng a mst, about 3 meters 
high, was observed east of the Eetzow-Mirow road on Hill 77. Two Sovj et 
soldiors stood at the bui.lding. Another sqsqíI- underground Iw bu’ldinjt 
ujas observed at tbe southwestern corner of ihe shrubbery east of the 
northern roadblock in the so-called íf Aastanr.,en rf area. Its front sid% 
which was 6 to 8 metore wíde, pointecl to the roado The southern longi» 
tudinal side, which vas 12- to 15 meters Xong, had a door. The west sidé 
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of the building wae equiyped vith a mast, 3 meters high ? while a idre 
vas strstched on the roof * A Soviet soldier wearing black-bordered 
blue epaulets came out of the btiilding with a dog vho moved treelj 
ahouto On 6 •January, tbrea or four ezcavated bunkers, 6 to 10 raeters 
long were observed at the field frora the Vietsën-Laers road at the poiiit 
vhere the board fenee changes into-a barbed-vdre fence« 


21« 0 n 6 Januaxy, concrete slabs, about 50 cm square and about 5 cm thick, 

were observed on the railroad spur track of the fieldo^ 


| According to a signboarct posteu 

in the center of Mirow-Dorf, the road to.Hetsow was closed. Tt iiadiaatéd 
a detour via laers. A road block on the southern etíge of the woods on th©- 
Hetzov-Mrov road vas not guarded and no trails were observed ín the 
snow,» A sentiy who did not halt the passers-by stood at the road fclock 
on the Vietssen-Laerz rcad on Mirow Canal on 6 January» The fence gap at 
the vest end of the nrnway was closed by five to siss lines of berbed wire 
up to a height of a'bout 1 meter.. 




23« Between'3 and 4. on 27 # 28* - and 30 December truck | 

eight to ten raen was observed travelling through Mirow-Dorf in a' northam 
direetíon. On tvo dajs, the same fruck was observecl coining back after 
about half an hour. On 27 December, the truck was obsqrvsd curving in 
Mrow-Dorf into the road to Laers. On 6 Januaiy, four squads of 15 to Zj 
men vearing red-bordared black epaulets with artillery insignia, lncludlng 
five to six techrd.cal sergeants, were seen on the Laerz-Vietsen road*^ 


1» I ICorament» The headquarters of a fighter division and two fighter 
regimenfs are stationed af Laera airfield,» Duorlng the reported period„ 
the álert planes were observed at the field arvl the individual local 
flights were' raade by other planeso ïn view of t the oonstant snow-sweeping 
it is believed that t&ke-offs by KiG-15s are jiarapered even by a thín showi 
cover. Besides^ it is due to the snow-eweeping that the field is ready 
for services at all timee. so take-offs by the alert planes iney- not be 
hindered. 


I I ^orar-ent. A previou-s report specified the locations of the 
shrapnelproof aircraft revetments. | |, Tha 

first mentioned revetrasnta are dispersai areas rron world War XI locatéd 
outside the fence southeast of the field and surrouaded by protection 
walls. It is believed that the concrete slabs observed by Source 3 are 
vised to strengthen the innor walls of the rsvetments as usual.at other 
airfieldSo 


3 . 


| Com me nt , According to available inforna tion, there ar^ two AA 

gun emplaceraGnts at laers airfield* One light AA battery is located in 
the northwestern corner o:f the landing fieíd and the other one is on 
the southern edg@ cf the landing field west of the quartering area. 


SjSCRET/ 


Approved For Release 2002/07/12 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000700620008-8 


25X1 A 


25X1 


25X1 C 


25X1 







